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and   a   road   to   Samaguting  were   negatived.      In
1844 an Assistant from  Nowgong entered the   hills
to collect the   tribute   agreed  upon   by   them   with
Biggs.     The    chiefs,    however,    defied    him,    and
practically  chased  him  out  of the   country,   falling
at  the same time  on one of   our  outposts,   which
they   completely  destroyed.     This   led   to   Captain
Eld's expedition in 1844, which exacted considerable
retribution and burnt some villages, for which   Eld
in the end was censured, as it was believed a village
was burnt which should  have been spared.     After
this the need of occupying the hills with a military
post was again discussed,  but a middle course  was
thought best ;   and   in   the   following   year   Captain
Butler led a force through part of the country, mapping
it, and conciliating the chiefs who paid him their tribute
in   ivory,   cloth,   and   spears.    But   the  moment   he
was out of the hills the old raiding parties started
again.    Butler led another expedition to the Angamis,
and the same farce of agreements and oaths was gone
through ;   but he succeeded in starting a market at
Samaguting, and in making a road there from Dima-
pur, which had now become quite a trading centre.
Butler had left behind him a police official named
Bogchand at Samaguting with authority over the hill
people.    This official, while proceeding to settle dis-
putes  at Mozema, was  attacked at Piphima where,
disdaining precautions, his escort was dispersed and
he   himself   was   killed.    To   avenge   this,   Captain
Vincent headed a force armed with powers to destroy
villages and granaries of any who were hostile ;   it
having been  pointed  out  to   Government that   our
punishments were too mild, and the Nagas thought